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Lesson 2 Count Me In!

Count Me In!
Objective: To identify people who should be included on the census form.

BackgroundInformation:
● The U.S. Census Bureau is

committed to making sure that
everyone in the country is
counted in the place where
they live on Census Day —
April 1, 2000.

● The Constitution mandates 
a census every ten years to
determine how many seats
each state will have in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

● There are specific instructions
for determining who should be
included on the census form. The
form asks, “How many people were 
living or staying in this house, apartment, 
or mobile home on April 1, 2000?”

Getting Started:
Write these words on the chalkboard:

United States
census numbers
neighborhood

Work together to create a sentence that contains
all three of the words above, and demonstrates
that the United States uses census numbers to
provide services to neighborhoods.

Using Activity Sheet 2A:
1. Explain that fair representation in the House
of Representatives is based upon the Census
Bureau counting people where they actually live.

2. Point out that the Census Bureau has specific
instructions for determining who should be
included on the census form. Read the guidelines
from the activity sheet. Clarify any difficult
vocabulary words or concepts using definitions
provided and additional resources, if needed. 

3. Ask individual students to
read aloud the “I” statements.
Work together to decide whether
to check yes or no for each state-
ment. Encourage students to refer
to the guidelines on who should
be included on the census form. 

4. Review the correct answers
with your class.

Using Activity Sheet 2B:
1. Help students understand the
concept of “Person 1” on the
form. The Census Bureau views
“Person 1” as the person who

owns, is buying, or rents the housing
unit in question, or, if that person is not avail-
able, as any adult living in the house. Keep in
mind that “Person 1” does not have to be the
person filling out the form.

2. Explain that relationship information is
asked on the census form to help understand
changes in the composition of the American
family. This information is used for planning
and carrying out a number of federal programs.

3. Assist students with filling in the relationship
column. Help them to understand any unfamil-
iar terms. 

Summary:
Explain that the census form is very specific
about how people should be counted. Clarify
that people should be counted as officially 
living in the place where they reside most of 
the time. Emphasize that everyone who lives 
in the country is counted regardless of age,
employment status, and citizenship. 

Answers, p. 5:
1. yes  2. yes  3. no  4. no

Extension
Activity

Have students create
descriptions similar to
those on Activity Sheet A,
but with the goal of stump-
ing the class. Read the
descriptions aloud and ask
the class to decide how
each situation should be
handled.

Have students add Activity
Sheets 2A and 2B to their
Census 2000 Booklets.
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Read the descriptions below and then check yes or no 
for the questions that follow.

1. I am a child in kindergarten. I am only five years old. I live with 
my parents. Should my parents include me on their census form? yes no 

2. I am a grandmother. I live with my daughter and my grandchildren. 
Should my daughter include me on her census form? yes no 

3. I attend college in the town where my parents live, but I live in the 
dormitory. Should my parents include me on their census form? yes no

4. I live in a nursing home, but I often visit my son and stay overnight. 
Should my son include me on his census form? yes no

Count Me In!

Lesson 2 Activity Sheet A

Use these guidelines to answer 
questions 1–4 below:

Include these people on your census form:
● foster children, roomers, or housemates [who live with you]

● people staying in your home on April 1, 2000 who have no other 
permanent place to stay

● people living in your home most of the time while working, even if they 
have another place to live

Do not include these people on your census form:
● college students living away [from home] while attending college

● people in a correctional facility, nursing home, or mental hospital 
on April 1, 2000

● Armed Forces personnel living somewhere else

● people who live or stay at another place most of the time

Definitions: 
Armed Forces — people in the military nursing home — home for people who need

continuing health care

correctional facility — jail or prison roomers — roommates, housemates, boarders



D-3273ADTG

6

Le
ss

o
n 

2
A

ct
iv

it
y 

Sh
ee

t 
B

S
ta

rt
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

n
am

e 
o

f 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

p
eo

p
le

 li
vi

n
g

 h
er

e
w

h
o

 o
w

n
s,

 is
 b

u
yi

n
g

, o
r 

re
n

ts
 t

h
is

 h
o

u
se

, a
p

ar
tm

en
t,

or
 m

ob
ile

 h
om

e.
 If

 t
he

re
 is

 n
o 

su
ch

 p
er

so
n,

 s
ta

rt
 w

ith
an

y 
ad

u
lt

 li
vi

n
g

 o
r 

st
ay

in
g

 h
er

e.
 W

e 
w

ill
 r

ef
er

 t
o

 t
h

is
p

er
so

n
 a

s 
P

er
so

n
 1

.

W
h

at
 is

 t
h

is
 p

er
so

n
’s

 n
am

e?
 P

rin
t n

am
e 

be
lo

w
.

La
st

 N
am

e

F
irs

t 
N

am
e

M
I

P
e
rs

o
n

 1

R
e
la

ti
o

n
sh

ip
 t

o
 P

e
rs

o
n

 1

P
e
rs

o
n

 2

P
e
rs

o
n

 3

P
e
rs

o
n

 4

P
e
rs

o
n

 5

P
e
rs

o
n

 6

K
in

d
s 

o
f 

R
e
la

ti
o

n
sh

ip
s

RE
LA

TI
V

ES
:

N
O

N
RE

LA
TI

V
ES

:

H
us

ba
nd

/w
ife

R
oo

m
er

, b
oa

rd
er

N
at

ur
al

-b
or

n 
H

ou
se

m
at

e,
 

so
n/

da
ug

ht
er

ro
om

m
at

e

A
do

pt
ed

 s
on

/d
au

gh
te

r
U

nm
ar

ri
ed

 p
ar

tn
er

St
ep

so
n/

st
ep

da
ug

ht
er

Fo
st

er
 c

hi
ld

B
ro

th
er

/s
is

te
r

O
th

er
 n

on
re

la
tiv

e

Fa
th

er
/m

ot
he

r

G
ra

nd
ch

ild

Pa
re

nt
-in

-la
w

So
n-

in
-la

w
/d

au
gh

te
r-

in
-la

w

O
th

er
 r

el
at

iv
e 

Fi
rs

t,
 f

ill
 in

 t
he

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fo
r 

“P
er

so
n 

1,
” 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 

ow
ns

 o
r 

re
nt

s 
yo

ur
 h

om
e.

 T
he

n,
 in

 t
he

 s
pa

ce
s 

be
lo

w
, l

is
t 

th
e

na
m

es
 o

f 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

pe
op

le
 w

ho
 li

ve
 in

 y
ou

r 
ho

m
e.

 U
se

 t
he

 b
ac

k 
of

 t
hi

s 
sh

ee
t 

if
 y

ou
 r

un
 o

ut
 o

f 
sp

ac
e.

In
 t

he
 n

ex
t 

co
lu

m
n,

 w
ri

te
 t

he
 k

in
d 

of
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

th
at

 e
ac

h 
ho

us
eh

ol
d 

m
em

be
r 

ha
s 

to
 P

er
so

n 
1.

 C
ho

os
e 

fr
om

 t
he

 li
st

 o
f 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

s 
on

 t
he

 r
ig

ht
 s

id
e 

of
 t

hi
s 

pa
ge

.

C
ou

nt
 M

e 
In

!


